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Value of Manipulatives
Why is the Manipulative Area valuable?

children enjoy it


children have opportunities to attempt a task and succeed (self confidence)


they develop small muscle control (reading and writing readiness)


they develop eye/hand coordination (reading and writing readiness)


they develop visual skills and the sense of touch


they have opportunities to work independently (academic readiness)


they can help others accomplish a task (academic readiness)


they develop skills in problem solving (math and science readiness)


they learn specific concepts inherent in the toys such as size, shape, color and number (reading, writing, and math readiness skills)


they develop thinking skills like matching, patterning, sequencing and one to one correspondence (reading, writing, and math readiness)

Skills enriched
	1:1 correspondence
	Matching/sorting
	Problem Solving

	Eye/hand coordination
	color recognition
	Left/right discrimination

	Directionality
	Size/shape
	Memory exercises

	Spatial relations
	Counting/sets
	Self confidence

	Creativity
	
	Socialization

	Sequencing
	
	

	
	
	


Manipulatives
duplos, legos, bristle blocks, cuisenaire rods, puzzles, pegs, beads for stringing, small blocks, snap together and fit together materials, set of colored bears, rubberband boards, colored wooden cubes, etc.

THE RELATIONSHIP OF SOCIODRAMA TO ACADEMICS
1.
Sociodramatic play (pretend play with at least two children playing house, restaurant, store, etc.) facilitates mental development which relates to all areas of curriculum.  It does so in the following manner:

a.
As their roles expand, they broaden their world.

b.
Language skills are practiced and expanded upon.

c.
The child questions, experiments, and concludes.

d.
The child makes decisions.

e.
The child integrates experiences and concepts into imaginative play.

f.
The child selects props.

g.
The child expands on the thematic units and field trips.

2.
Socially, sociodramatic play is one of the greatest facilitators.  It is a non-threatening experience for the child.  A person’s social development is as important as the physical, emotional, and cognitive areas.  The following are some potential benefits:

a.
Conscience is developing through interaction with others.

b.
Integration of society’s rules.

c.
Ability to try out numerous social roles.

e.
Increase of the depth of understanding of others.

f.
Sharing and cooperating within a small society.

3.
Emotional development occurs through involvement in sociodramatic play:

a.
The child gets to know himself/herself in relation to others.

b.
The full range of feelings comes out as he or she assumes many roles.

c.
Self control and cooperation are needed to have a working society.

4.
Physical development is enhanced in some degree through:

a.
Exploration of the physical environment.

b.
Moving apparatus from one place to another.

c.
Hand-eye coordination in use of many of the materials.

The Goals of Block Building and Play
These goals are won through the singular path and pace of each child.

Physical
Development and coordination of small and large muscles

Achieving instant, dimensional sense of oneself in space

Intuitional awareness of object/space relationships

A feeling of joy and competence in motor control and balance

Social
Cooperative play and work

Following group rules

Accepting and respecting deviation among children

Achieving satisfying friendships with compassion

Feeling responsibility to the group and the self-esteem so gained in group (community) accomplishment

Deeply felt awareness that authority and group structure should promote individual fulfillment

Building intuitive relationships with confidence.

Cognitive
Development of relationship thinking (cause and effect; simple classifying; relatedness of objects, feelings, activities)

Concrete use of counting and one-to-one correspondence, awareness and use of simple shapes, single attribute classification, and functional awareness of simple factions and multiples of the hands-on unit block

Knowing and using colors with purpose and satisfaction

Increased joy and skill in discovery, and active learning, in striving to find information needed for one’s own purpose

Growing perception of the mircoworld of block play as symbolic of the child’s real world--a cognitive perspective of value of reading readiness, which claims an intellectual grasp and use of symbols

Pleasure and competence in effective communication (in talking, in listening, in reflecting the value of others’ thinking)

Experiencing one’s won and others’ intuitive knowledge with increasing respect

Emotional
Development toward personality integration

Strong, positive feelings about self in many roles and many skills

Ability to meet new situations with resourcefulness

Ability to sustain interest and overcome frustration

Achieving an openness and sensitivity to an array of feelings in oneself and in others (humor, sadness, joy, tension, anger, excitement, peace, compassion, etc.) And appropriate, conscious self-control and vitality toward an intuitive/rational, loving view of one’s world

Block Building

and

The Foundation for Math and Science
Blocks give children concrete experience with:

· matching identifying patterns

· spatial relationships

· fit

· design

· representation of world

· balance

· ordering

· proportion

· weight

· size

· shape

· classifying – sorting

· comparing blocks

· whole/part – fractions

· equivalence – inequivalence

· length - area – volume

· measurement

· counting

· cause - effect

Sand and Water Play
How Sensory Experiences Relate to Academics
1.
As the child manipulates the sensory material he/she develops fine motor, eye-hand and hand-hand coordination needed for pencil and paper tasks.

2.
Science concepts and the scientific process of inquiry are developed as the child experiments with the material and uses trial and error to discover the physical properties of the material.

3.
Language is developed as children discuss their play, share ideas and clarify concepts.

4.
Mathematics skills are developed as children pour and measure the materials into different sized containers, as they use quantitative language to compare which holds more, less or equal amounts, or compare weight volume.

5.
Many experiences with pouring and filling different sized containers will help the child develop concepts of conservation, a prerequisite of abstract thought.

6.
Social skills will be developed as the child plays cooperatively with others, shares and takes turns.  This helps the child become less egocentric, a quality needed for abstract thought.

7.
Representation, a concept needed before a child can begin to read, is used as the child uses the sensory material in dramatic play.

8.
The child develops problem solving skills in trying to utilize the material for his own purposes while dealing with its unchanging physical properties.

Value of Art
Physical and Motor Development
develop hand-eye coordination through cutting, pasting, coloring & painting;

develop the fine muscle control necessary for writing;

Cognitive Development
increase their knowledge of symbols since art is a pictorial representation of their world;

explore space and shape relationships through the location of designs on paper;

practice counting, grouping, & matching skills with colors, shapes, & textures;

practice problem-solving skills when mixing colors, choosing materials, or fastening items on a collage;

enhance their creativity and imagination;

Language Development
build a vocabulary on shapes, sizes, colors, and textures;

practice pre-reading skills when they combine parts to make a whole (e.g. collage),

dictate stories about their pictures, or create symbolic representations of animals, people, or objects.

Social Development
find another avenue for self-expression;

find a source of deep pleasure;

enhance their self-esteem since they can gain mastery over the materials and receive appreciative comments from peers and teachers;

and learn cooperation by sharing materials or participating in group projects.

Value of Fingerplays

and

Action Songs
Develops listening skills and turn-taking skills

Fosters feeling of community and cooperation.

Increases attention span.

Assists child in learning to follow directions.

Provides opportunity for relaxation and fun.

Assists child in learning to follow directions.

Helps teach number concepts.

Builds vocabulary and aid in language development.

Allows for self-expression, encouraging a child’s own response in her or his use of one’s body interpreting concepts.

Assists child in learning to follow directions

Teaches order and sequence.

Provides opportunities for child to choose a song for the group and to create original songs.

Increases manual dexterity and muscular control.


