
Pfaytng to Get SMART

taklng rlsks. They create make'believe events and practice plrysical'

social, and cognitive skitls as they ellgage irt these events as if t l tey

were real. Teachers support play by providing a variety o[ thillgs to

do. observing what unlolds. and staying ttearby to help as needed and

to acknowledge children's actions and words'

Schoolrork end PleY

Most traditlonal.schoolwork is designed to teach stalrdard rules atrd

cfassllicatlon systeins to young learners. Closed, riglrt-answer tasks

arewhatwea| lassociatew| thourexper ienceso[schoo| .Play, i t rcon.
trast, ls

't have les (Jones &
it-ptay-aie conGliuct ing t heir own and learning at

thelr own rates. As they test hypotheses

and argue them wlth peers, they' gain

conlidence In themselves as learners

rather than becomlng alraid to make

mlstakes. Chlldren at play are learnlng to

deal lntelllgentty with the world- Thev

are playlng'to get smart.
-

tiombardecl from all sides with what
Piaget called 'the American ouestiot]-,
How can we do it faster? How can we make

Young Chlldren ' MaY zuur
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Su...t, in our
rapidly changing
world depends on
being able to

think creatively
and quickly.

Democracv. no matter how imperlectly it works'

fi:1,ffff:
and talents of all i ts rnembers, building comtrtunity

through respect for diversitY

(Cutlaro lees, 103)- I!{:3-
partlcularlv imuortarlt vision

fn earlv chilrlhood education.

Ech vounfl child is fllled
w it h poteltial-lqr.iqlellj:

red in i
educators,

ol children's inltiative,
ful in

curlosity and critical thinking.

lnaterlals ancl relat

our society to culti
-potentlal through resPect for -
AiliIr6Tneed to PlaY and .

fienaly play opporturrities lor thern'

i.jiffi"t.kIE onS!-Eltitgd95, because atltrlts are there

to keel) t l l l t lgs sale.

The rate of change in our world is unlikely to slow down

in the future. Social probtem solving ls a life sklll gvgryon'i
ncpds more a are not

l ike us.

Interpretlng the meanlng of PlaY

Tlre worlcl today is full of gootl attd batl cltoices

anrong the many ways of colrstructit lg a l ife' Childreu'

adolescents, and aclults who are srnartllllg!3jglg
ideas,

stuck in <lefending the way things are ()r ttsetl to be

is tlre best t i l

to remember that facts

on
have chosen to th

t itrt

"fn"it 
in"-i-v"grg-qllgrca a*"1.t t n" U*i"-ffi

ttre:Ttfi-neia to Uecome elfective contribuiors to
the health of a changing world.


